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Textile m

ills, m
achine shops,

autom
obile assem

bly plants,
w

orkers’ housing, bridges of
all types.... T

hese and other
industrial and engineering
sites and structures have a
unique ability to teach us
about life and w

ork in the in-
dustrial age, to show

 us how
things w

ere (and are) m
ade,

and to tangibly dem
onstrate

how
 industry and technology

have shaped our environm
ent

and our history. W
ith know

l-
edge, the stuff of everyday
life—

from
 the factory on M

ain
Street to the cast-iron m

an-
hole cover on your street—
com

es alive.

Larry Mishkar
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he Society for Industrial A
r-

cheology (SIA
) w

as form
ed in

1971 to prom
ote the study,

appreciation, and preserva-
tion of the physical survivals
of our industrial and techno-
logical past. T

he w
ord “ar-

cheology” underscores the
society’s principal concern
w

ith the physical evidence of
industry and technology—

the
study, interpretation, and
preservation of historically
significant sites, structures,
buildings, artifacts, industrial
processes, bridges, railroads,
canals, landscapes, and com

-
m

unities.

T
he SIA

 is a nonprofit, inter-
national, interdisciplinary or-
ganization that brings to-
gether people of varied back-
grounds w

ho share a com
-

m
on interest in the archeol-

ogy of industry, engineering,
and technology in general.
O

ur diverse m
em

bership is
our greatest asset. It includes
architects, archeologists, en-
gineers, industrialists, m

u-
seum

 specialists, planners,
historians, preservationists,
teachers, students, retirees,
and m

any non-professionals
for w

hom
 industrial archeol-

ogy is an exciting avocation.

S
IA

 m
e

m
b

e
rs

h
ip

is open to individuals, insti-
tutions, and corporations—
anyone having an interest in
the study and preservation of
the industrial and techno-
logical past. B

enefits of
m

em
bership include:

�
 T

he quarterly Society for
Industrial A

rcheology N
ew

s-
letter, containing current
new

s and announcem
ents,

listings of recent publica-
tions of interest, and a calen-
dar of activities.

�
 IA

, T
he Journal of the So-

ciety for Industrial A
rcheol-

ogy, published tw
ice yearly.

IA
 is the principal forum

 for
the publication of current re-
search in industrial archeol-
ogy. E

ach issue of this peer-
review

ed journal contains
scholarly articles, essays, and
review

s.

�
 N

otification by m
ail of

upcom
ing conferences and

tours.

�
 D

iscounts on conference
and tour registration fees
and SIA

 publications.

�
 T

he SIA
 m

em
bership di-

rectory (issued periodically).

�
 A

ccess to a netw
ork of

inform
ed colleagues and the

opportunity to share your
interests w

ith others from
around the w

orld.
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W

ith headquarters at the D
e-

partm
ent of Social Sciences

at M
ichigan Technological

U
niversity in H

oughton,
M

ichigan, the SIA
 is the

N
orth A

m
erican forum

 for
those w

ho share an interest
in industrial archeology.
T

hrough the organization’s
four principal activities—

an
annual spring conference, an
annual fall tour, sem

iannual
journal, and quarterly new

s-
letter—

SIA
 m

em
bers share

their know
ledge and raise

aw
areness of the value of pre-

serving the physical evidence
of industry and technology.

T
he society’s annual confer-

ences and fall tours are held
in various cities and areas of
the U

nited States and
C

anada having a significant
legacy of industrial activity.
B

oth activities feature field
trips to industrial and engi-
neering sites of interest, in-
cluding “process tours” of
still-active plants not nor-
m

ally open to the public.

In addition to our regular pro-
gram

s and activities, the SIA
m

akes annual aw
ards for dis-

tinguished contributions to
the field and sponsors occa-
sional special study tours.
Past destinations have in-
cluded the E

nglish M
idlands,

Scotland, the Y
ukon, C

hina,
and the Panam

a C
anal. Local

SIA
 chapters also offer pro-

gram
s and publications of re-

gional interest.
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Please print and fill in form
com

pletely.

M
em

bership categories and
annual dues (check one):

 Individual $35.00

 C
ouple $40.00 (one set of

publications)

 Full-tim
e student $20.00

(attach copy of current ID
)

 Institutional $50.00

 C
ontributing $75.00

 Sustaining $125.00

 C
orporate $500.00

 M
y check or m

oney order is
enclosed, payable to the
S

ociety
 for In

d
u

strial
A

rch
eolog

y. Please note that
checks m

ust be in U
.S. funds

draw
n on a U

.S. bank. T
here is

an additional surface-m
ailing

fee of $10.00 for m
em

bers
outside N

orth A
m

erica.

Please charge dues to m
y
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t to
:

Society for Industrial
A

rcheology, D
epartm

ent of
Social Sciences, M

ichigan
Technological U

niversity,
1400 Tow

nsend D
rive,

H
oughton, M

I 49931–1295.

E
-m

ail: sia@
m

tu.edu
Tel.: 906–487–1889
Fax: 906–487–2468
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