
APPENDIX 

THE AMERICAN BRIDGE COMPANY OF 1870 

This  Chicago company was one of the l a r g e s t  of i t s  per iod ,  comparable i n  
s i z e  t o  Keystone Bridge Company and Clarke, Reeves and Company, both of 
which s t a r t e d  about the same time. I t s  c o n t r a c t s  ranged from Texas, 
through the Midwest, t o  New England, where a  two-level r a i l r o a d  and 
highway br idge  was b u i l t  a t  F a l l  River ,  Massachusetts. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the 
usua l  s t r u c t u r e s  the company b u i l t  the P o i n t  Bridge a t  P i t t sbu rgh ,  an 
800-foot suspension br idge  supported by t ru s sed  eyebars ,  and p a r t  of the 
Ninth Avenue E l  i n  New York City.  

It was organized i n  1870 by Lucius B. Boomer with some of h i s  former 
a s soc i a t e s .  Boomer had formed L.B. Boomer and Company i n  1849 a f t e r  coming 
t o  Chicago from Massachusetts.  Two years  l a t e r  he was jo ined  by h i s  
brother-in-law Andros B. Stone and they operated a s  Stone and Boomer. 
Stone's b ro the r ,  Amasa Stone, Jr., was the brother-in-law of William Howe 
who had developed the widely used Howe t r u s s ,  and both the Stones had 
b u i l t  Howe's pa ten ted  br idges  i n  the  Spr ing f i e ld ,  Massachusetts a r ea  a s  
had Boomer. Stone and Boomer cons t ruc ted  the f i r s t  r a i l r o a d  br idge  ac ros s  
the Miss i s s ipp i  a t  Rock I s l a n d  and b u i l t  many o t h e r s  throughout the 
Midwest, some of them f o r  Amasa Stone, Jr., who had moved t o  Cleveland and 
become a r a i l r o a d  con t r ac to r .  Af t e r  t h e i r  shop was destroyed by f i r e  i n  
1857, Stone moved t o  Cleveland, bu t  Boomer s tayed  and opera ted  the Boomer 
Bridge Works. 

American Bridge 's  general  agent was L.C. Boyington who had worked on the 
Rock I s l a n d  br idge  and had been Boomer's p a r t n e r  f o r  a  b r i e f  per iod .  H.A. 
Rust, a  former employee of Boomer and l a t e r  a  p a r t n e r  of Boyington, was 
v i ce  p re s iden t ,  and Moritz Lassig,  a l s o  employed a t  Rock I s l a n d ,  was 
general  superintendent .  An 1875 advertisement showed seve ra l  changes. 
Boyington no longer  was l i s t e d .  Boomer had r e t i r e d  and h i s  former p a r t n e r ,  
A.B. Stone, was p re s iden t  although l i v i n g  i n  New York Ci ty .  Lassig had 
l e f t  a f t e r  one year  t o  form h i s  own company. Rust s t i l l  was v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  
and had added the d u t i e s  of genera l  superintendent .  A new name was t h a t  of 
W.G. Coolidge, engineer  and sec re t a ry .  The p l a n t  had about t h ree  acres  
under roof on a  thirty-two ac re  s i t e  and included bes ides  the usua l  shops 
a  foundry with a  d a i l y  melt ing capac i ty  of f i f t y  tons.  The equipment a l s o  
included f l o a t i n g  p i l e  d r i v e r s  and barges a s  the f i rm ' s  c o n t r a c t s  
sometimes included the br idge  foundations. 

A r a i l r o a d  br idge  across  the Hudson a t  Poughkeepsie, New York had been 
d iscussed  f o r  years .  The S t a t e  f i n a l l y  approved the idea  i n  1871, bu t  
f i n a n c i a l  problems h a l t e d  the f i r s t  a t tempt  a f t e r  a  c o n t r a c t  had been 
s igned with Keystone Bridge Company. I n  1876 the promoting company 
received new proposa ls  t h a t  included n o t  only foundat ions and 
supe r s t ruc tu re  b u t  a l s o  a s s i s t ance  i n  r a i s i n g  funds o r  accept ing  p a r t i a l  
payment i n  s tock.  American Bridge rece ived  the c o n t r a c t  and a s  p a r t  of the 
agreement A.B. Stone became head of the Poughkeepsie Bridge Company so  
t h a t  he was both customer and supp l i e r .  Even t h i s  arrangement d i d  no t  save 
American Bridge. The cofferdam f o r  p i e r  #2 f a i l e d  i n  1877 and t h i s ,  
combined wi th  t roub le s  on o the r  c o n t r a c t s  and general  bus ines s  condi t ions ,  
forced the company i n t o  l i q u i d a t i o n  the fol lowing year .  
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Rust and Coolidge, formerly vice pres ident  and secre tary ,  began operat ing 
the p lan t  i n  1878 and continued u n t i l  Chicago Forge and Bol t  Company 
leased i t  i n  1885 and bought i t  soon afterwards. I n  both instances the new 
operators used t h e i r  own names, and the American Bridge Company name 
disappeared a f t e r  nine years. When t h a t  name reappeared i t  was borne by a 
completely new concern. I n  1891 a new company, the American Bridge Works, 
was organized and leased the shop from Chicago Forge. They purchased it  i n  
1895, and f i v e  years l a t e r  sold the business t o  J.P. Morgan's j u s t  
organized American Bridge Company. 


