
The Society for  Indus t r i a l  Archeology i s  pleased t o  publish t h i s  valuable 
guide prepared by one of i t s  members, Victor C. Darnell.  I n d u s t r i a l  
Archeology i s  the study of the surviving s t ruc tu res  and a r t i f a c t s  of the 
i n d u s t r i a l  pas t .  Bridges are  among the most s i g n i f i c a n t  examples of 
i n d u s t r i a l  design, ye t  there has been l i t t l e  previous research on the 
American bridge bui lder  of the nineteenth century. With the exception of 
great  bui lders  such as  the Roeblings, the men who erected  the bridges t h a t  
linked American communities and regions have remained l a rge ly  unknown. M r .  
Darnell 's  work goes f a r  to  remedy the unfortunate neglect  of t h i s  
important p a r t  of American soc ia l ,  business, and technological h is tory .  

A s  i n d u s t r i a l  archeologists ,  the members of the Society are  concerned with 
the preservation of the physical  record of American i n d u s t r i a l  
development, a  record which includes the products of our nat ion 's  bridge 
bui lders .  M r .  Darnell 's  meticulous documentation w i l l  provide e s s e n t i a l  
information fo r  surveys of bridges and f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  inves t igat ions  of 
p a r t i c u l a r  s t ructures .  Knowledge i s  a powerful weapon i n  the continuous 
f i g h t  to  save threatened but  s t i l l  functional  bridges. 

The dissemination of scholarship through publ ica t ion i s  one of the 
services  provided by the Society for  I n d u s t r i a l  Archeology. The Society 
publishes an annual journal ,  IA, a quar ter ly  Newsletter, and occasional 
specia l  publicat ions.  Local chapters  of t h i s  in te rna t iona l  organizat ion 
a l so  produce publ ica t ions  of t h e i r  own. For information about the Society, 
i t s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and publ ica t ions  please wri te  t o  SIA, Room 5020, National 
Museum of American History, Washington, D.C. 20560. 

Pa t r i ck  M. Malone 
Pas t  President ,  SIA 

Victor Darnel1 received a Bachelor's degree i n  Civi l  Engineering from the 
Massachusetts I n s t i t u t e  of Technology i n  1943 and then spent three years 
i n  the U.S. Navy assigned t o  construction and r e p a i r  of naval vessels .  He 
then joined the Ber l in  Construction Company, Berlin, Connecticut, r e t i r i n g  
i n  1977. For much of tha t  period he was Chief Engineer, responsible f o r  
most of the major design projec ts ,  and had the opportunity t o  inspect  
bridges and work with the e rec t ion  department. 

While ac t ive  i n  business he a l s o  took p a r t  i n  c i v i c  organizat ions and 
s t i l l  i s  a Trustee of the New B r i t a i n  Museum of American A r t  where he had 
been Chairman for  nine years. Since r e t i r i n g ,  Darnel1 has i n t e n s i f i e d  h i s  
study of the development of bridges i n  which he combines an i n t e r e s t  i n  
h i s to ry  with the t r a in ing  and experience of a  professional  engineer and 
s t e e l  fabr ica tor .  H i s  a r t i c l e  Lent icular  Bridges from East Berl in,  
Connnecticut appeared i n  2, the journal of the SIA, and he contributed t o  
Connecticut-An Inventory of His tor ic  Eneineerine and I n d u s t r i a l  S i t e s .  


