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The  S o c i e t y ' s  f i r s t  two-day t r i p - - o n  the 22nd and 
23rd Sep tember  l a s t  was ,  it s u r e l y  c a n n o t  b e  h e l d  immodest  
t o  o b s e r v e ,  a thumping  s u c c e s s .  T r u e ,  t h e  w e a t h e r ,  from 
S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g ' s  d e p a r t u r e  n e a r l y  u n t i l  a r r i v a l  b a c k  i n  
Ottawa Sunday e v e n i n g ,  was ,  p l a i n l y ,  crummy: chill and 
r a i n y  o f f  and o n  e x c e p t  f o r  a n  h o u r  o r  s o  o f  c l e a r  s k y  f i r s t  
t h i n g  Sunday morn ing .  O t h e r w i s e ,  t h o u g h ,  a l l  was smash ing .  
As  has become t r a d i t i o n a l  o n  t h e s e  v e n t u r e s ,  t h e r e  was a 
n i c e l y  ba lanced  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  s i te  v i s i t a t i o n  and o t h e r  
forms o f  less i n t e n s e  p l e a s u r e .  A n o t h e r  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  occa-  
s i o n  t h a t  h a s  become a c o n v e n t i o n  was t h e  j o i n i n g  w i t h  
a n o t h e r  group  h a v i n g  i n t e r e s t s  i n  o n e  way o r  a n o t h e r  com- 
p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  t h e  S I A .  T h i s  seems ,  i n d e e d ,  t o  be 
o n e  o f  the n i c e s t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e s e  o c c a s i o n s .  

The  R ideau  C a n a l ,  n e a r  i t s  Ottawa e n d ,  p a s s e s  i n  t h e  
shadow o f  t h e  Chateau L a u r i e r  and t h e  Union  S t a t i o n ,  
b u i l t  t o g e t h e r  i n  1912-13 i n  a m a j o r  improvement  scheme 
b y  t h e  Grand Trunk  Rai lway  (now Canadian N a t i o n a l ) .  The  
s t a t i o n  was t o  s e r v e  a s  t h e  t e r m i n a l  f o r  t h e  Grand Trunk  
and f o r  t h r o u g h  t r a i n s  o f  t h e  Canadian P a c i f i c .  The  
Chateau i s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  b u i l d i n g s ,  w i t h  
which  it i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  c o m p a t i b l e .  Designed b y  
Montreal  a r c h i t e c t s  R o s s  & M a c f a r l a n e ,  t h e  s t a t i o n  
measures  281 f e e t  x 1 4 0  f e e t .  The  main p o r t i o n  i s  s i x  
s t o r i e s  h i g h  w i t h  basement .  The  p r i n c i p a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
f e a t u r e  i s  a series o f  c o l o n a d e s  o n  t h e  w e s t  and s o u t h  
e l e v a t i o n s .  

The  American Canal S o c i e t y  i s  a v i t a l  group ,  a s  a n  
e n t i t y  n e a r l y  e x a c t l y  o f  a n  a g e  w i t h  t h e  S I A .  T h e i r  con-  
g e n i a l  s u p p o r t  a s  a w h o l e  i n  p u b l i c i z i n g  the Rideau  t r i p  and 
t h a t  o f  i t s  many members who a c t u a l l y  j o i n e d  the t o u r  was a 
v i t a l  c o n s t i t u e n t  o f  the g e n e r a l  good s p i r i t  t h a t  pervaded 
t h e  weekend.  Many o f  the s i x t y  o r  so f a i t h f u l  on the t r i p ,  
i n  f a c t ,  were  members o f  b o t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and t h e r e  was 
v i s i b l e  n o  d i s t i n c t i o n  w h a t e v e r  b e t w e e n  t h e  e n t h u s i a s m  o f  
ACSs and S I A s  when v i e w i n g  sites n o t  d i r e c t l y  c a n a l  r e l a t e d .  

T H E  T O U R  

D i a n n e  N e w e l l  M a c d o u g a l l  

S ix ty  r ep resen ta t ives  of t h e  SIA and t h e  ACS, from t h e  

nor th  eas te rn  s t a t e s ,  Ontario,  and Quebec, took a  look a t  

i n d u s t r i a l  and engineering s i t e s  along t h e  100-mile Rideau 

Waterway between Ottawa and Kingston. The t o u r ' s  theme, 

t h e  Rideau, provided a common f e a t u r e  from which t o  view a  

g r e a t  dea l  of IA during t h e  two-day bus and water tour .  

Included were t h e  communities of Ottawa, Hul l ,  Manotick, 

Smith F a l l s ,  Per th ,  Jones F a l l s  and Kingston. 

There was a f u l l  turnout  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  event,  a  Friday 

evening recept ion and t o u r  of t h e  Conference Centre,  

Ottawa's r e v i t a l i z e d  and converted old Union S ta t ion ,  spon- 

sored by t h e  National Capi tol  Commission. Saturday morning 

t h e  venture  began i n  ea rnes t .  The weather remained cold 

and damp f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  weekend, and camera supp l i e s  d id  

not  dwindle a s  they might o r d i n a r i l y  have consider ing t h e  

extraordinary v a r i e t y  of s i t e s  and s t r u c t u r e s  encountered. 

The tour  began by bus a t  t h e  Ottawa end of t h e  Canal where 

it  e n t e r s  t h e  Ottawa River v i a  a  f l i g h t  of e igh t  locks  

r i g h t  i n  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  c i t y ,  then a quick look a t  

Ottawa and Hul l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  pulp and paper indus t ry  

which was responsible  f o r  t h e  e a r l y  development of both 

c i t i e s .  
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