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THE SOCIETY FOR INDUSTRIAL ARCHEOLOGY

The S1A is the product of a conference held at the Smith.
sonian Institutlon on 16 Oct last, the intenton of which was
1o bring together & group sharing a belief in the need to estab-
lish a means for exchanging information and views in the grow-
ingg Field of 1A, First proposed by Paul E, Rivard, Director ol
id Slaier Mill Musewm, and orgenized by Ted Samde, AlA,
teaching fellow and doctoral candidate at the Undversity of
Pennsylvania, and Robert M. Vogel, Curator of Mechanical &
Civil Engineering, Smithsonian Institution, the meeting was
attended by approximately 50 architectural histarians, histori-
cal archeologists, historans of technology, museologists, pres-
ervationists, students and even a few professed industrial
archealogists—a good represeniative croms section of the sort of
peope involved in the field.

The discussbon developed toward an enunciation of three
principal goals, which were felt to be the basis for any com-
mon cifort to be undertaken:

L. lnterdisciplinary  exchange of information on those

working in industrial srcheology and their projects; who re-
quires and who can provide information | and the ldentilication
of useful outside sources,

2. As an adjunct to the above, the generatbon ol biblio.
graphical intormation having pertinence to the Tield,

3. Education: io create a public awareness of the need for
preservatbon, surveys, and the other objectives of Industrial
archealogy, through schools, museums, eic; and, by public and
governmental lobbying, the effecting of such objectives as in-
dustrial preservation, appropristion of funds for surveys, eic.

Following extensive discussion on the various means by
which ihese goals might be achieved, a poll of the meeting
showed a heavy majority favoring establishment of an entirely
new soclety for industrial archeology as the best solution,
hence the SIA. As & means of fulfilling its aims, the Society
would publish a newsletter and hold annuaal conferences,

To carry matters forward, an interim executive commiiiee
with the following membership was Formed by voluntary selec-

tion, to serve until & formal election at the first full meeting.

Richard M. Candee

Old Sturbridge Village

Richard L. Deily

Iron Bloom

Chester M. Lieks

Srate of Vermoni, Division
of Historlc Sites

Vance Packard

Pennsylvania Historical &
Museam Commibsalon

Faul E. Rivard

THA Slater Ml Muscum

Edward 5. Rutsch
Fairleigh Dickinson University

Tead Sande
University of Penngy lvania

Charles W. Tremer
Muhlenberg College

Robert M, Yogel
Semithsondan Institution

John G, Waite
Mew York State Historic Trust

R, John Corby, Curator of Indusirial Technology, National
Museum of Science & Technology, Ottawa, kindly agreed to
act as the Society's Canadian Liaison.

Membership in the 31A is open 1o all who have an interest
in 1A, without regard to background, professional status or
any other consideration. Full particulars on the Bociety and
membership will be found in the sccompanying prodpecius,

Since the organizational meeting, the executive committee
has met twice 1o work out organizational details. The interim
alficers are:

President—Charles W. Tremer

¥ioe President=Ted Sande
Secretary-Treasurer—Vance Packard
Editor — Robert M, Yogel

Incorperation {in the District of Columbia), bylaws, Hews-
letter Tormat, meeling arrangements, and other matiers are
currently being settled, all of which will be presented to the
membership in April at our first conference.

The S51A Newsletter

Undoubiedly an industrial archeology society is long over-
due, not anly in the US, bat probably on an international level
i well. The principal reason lor the general lag In productive
work in LA—at least im this country—has been lack of a
medium for the expeditious broadcasting of information an
what [s being done in the feld, We have, for at least a decade
and in some cases for a great deal longer than that —been work-
ing very much like a lot of well diggers, cach tolling at the
bottom of his own pit without & clear ides of what is happen-

w=dig In the others, or if, indeed, there even were any others, If o

st were made of all the isclated efforts that could be con-
strued as industrial archeological over just the past five years,
it would e, we suspect, of surprising length, varlety and sub-
stance,
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It is probable thai much of this effort has been in
duplicate ar overly laborious for the simple reason that those
invodved have been unaware of similar elfors elsewhere. Less
obvious, and perhaps more critical, becanse there has been
na means of systematle information exchange in the feld,
many Industicial artifacts, sirectures and sites have sue-
cumbed that might otherwise have been put (o reuse, and
worse, succumbed without having been documented, There
have, of course, been the rudiments of an intelligence net in
the lorm of varkbous publicatons having an associated Inlerest
in IA—the National Trust's Preservation News is one splendid
example—but, not surprisingly, the heart of the net has been
the grapevine. Not to say that that medium is not an
effective one, and it will probably always be the [astest

Editor: Robert M. Vogel

Smitheonian Institution Washingion, DN S056D




MEans Of SPTEROINE an DCOREIOMAS Alarm, DUl there 135 a4 need
for something more methodical and widely distributed. The
SlA iself, and its Mewsleiter, will, we believe, [Ell the need.

A newsletter, of course, has two components, The editor is
really nothing more than a cutter and paster; an assembder,
The principal component is the gatherer, Le., collectively, the
membership of the Soclery. If the Newsletier 18 o serve lis
intended functhon, it must be dehly upplied with material. We
expect the 51A to bring together some hundreds of persons
having an extremely broad collective background, represenita-
tive of many professions, intevests, akills, talenia, Inclinstlons
and temperments, and geographical and organizational associa-
tiong, The SIA% success as a focus of LA intelligence in North
America depends wholly wpon the energy with which its varie-
gated membership supports it. The base of much of Great
Britain's profific LA activity is the written word: not anly tse
journal industriad Arckasology, but the countless local-secieny
nowsleiters and bulletins, and the continwoeus stream of arti-
cles, reports and publications of the general and specialized
press. [hese poar forth from amateur and professional alike:
young and old; man, woman and child, and do more than
arything eles to foster the preservation, recording, and exami.
mation ol the Industrinl Revolution®s remaing, and (o asscsa
thedr effeat on our civilization.

The Newsletter is viewed ag a flexible meddam, whose [or-
mat will conlorm o the needs of the Soclety and it members.
This first isaue s in many ways a rlal, which should be looked
at eritbeally by as all. The main value of the Newsictier will be
to furnish informatlon on actual propecis, of all sorws: sorue-
tures enddangered; ones saved —their stories being of potential
uscfulness in other campalgns; restoration projecis; adaptive
uses; recording, inventorying and documenting sarveys; digs;
discoveries; #te, Asking will be as important an telling, The
Mewsletter being a medium of exchange, inguiries are as enthua-
mastically invited as declarative comiributlons. Let us hear
Trom you,

Blectings, conferences, publications of imierest, and the
activities of related organizations will be noted from time Lo
e, and as space permits, articles will be published on tech:-
nigues, philosophical gquestions and other matters of commaon
conceri, With your news, your comments and suggestlons are

sought.

NOTES and INQUIRIES

A Full Synopsis of the 16 Ogr Organizational Meeting, in-
clading absiracts of the informel project reports that con-
claded the proccedings, s available from the editor,

Thought currently is being given o organizing some form of
gystematle nathonal inventory of historically significant incdus-
wrlalfiechnological jfengineering sives and siruciures in the US
and perhaps Canada. Examples of imventory forms and instruc-
tioneg wsed in other survey and inventorying projects are
sought. Contact the editor.

The series of Aanual Fall 1A Conferences v Britain that was
ptarted about seven years ago. known as the “Bath Confer-
ences,” is no longer held ai Bath, This year's will be at the
University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, in early Sept. Subject,

aanes and orher detaals o Iollow, |1 he Fyppos have Tne one-
way Lamdon alr fare down to BG4 the more leglimate houses
to $86: cheaper than staying home. )

The SIA has been noticed for the first time, apparenily, in
hard print im a Smithsonizn (magazine) article on LA in Greal

by Anne Angus, Included are nine good color photos by
Terence Spencer, many of relatively obscure monoments swch
i the fiveslock flight on the Lecds & Liverpool Canal and a
small grain/flint mill with twin, iron, undershot wheels. In
coming momentarily down to earth, the article states: *“Maore
recently [than in GB), the subject has taken root In the
United Siates. Last fall the Society for Industrial Archeology
was formed throsigh the inatigation of various interested indi-
vidhuals . . .. lis flrst annual meetdng will be held in April
1972." A number of inguiries about S1A already has resulied
from the aricle.

For ithe NMewsleifer masthead the Soclety ls deeply indebied 1o
Janet Siratton of Washingion, a freelance graphic designer,
formerly with The Smithsonian Associates. The cut is from a
Hisvorie Amerlcan Engineering Record drawing (1969 ol ihe
Troy (NY) Gas Light Company s gashalder house of 18735,

The American Concrete Instliute Commiitee on the History of
Concrete will sponsor a one day workshop on 6 Mar at the
AL annual meeting. (Dallas, TX Hilton) Speakers will inclusle
Meal FlrzSimons, Chalrman of the American Soclety of Clvil
Engineers Committee on the History & Heritage of American
Civil Engincering (oral history and source material}; Douglas
Griffin, Chief, Historic American Engineering Record (federal
wied regional historical progeams); and Emory Bemp, Chake-
man, Dept of Civil Engineering, West Virginia Univ. (industrial
archeology . The workshop is open to interested non-ACT
members.

PROJECTS, SITES & STRUCTURES

Siter & Strwcures in Danger

UNDER DEMOLITION: Queen City Hotel-Stathon, BEORK,
Cumberland, MD, 1871-T2 The grandest of the type surviving
in the nation, after a long, bitter, complex, and at times
bizarre flght for is life, 5 being slowly pualled down. A build-
ing of enormous character and potential usefulness to the com.
munity, the Queen Cliy haed many, bal not enough, champlons
in the right places, The maost promising of the abortive
1lih-hour preservation schemes proposed fis uilllasifon a a
cenier [or the CEO Canal Mational Historical Park. The babld-
ing is on the Mational Register and was Tully surveyed by the
Hisvirbe American Englneering Record in 1970,

EMDAMGEREI: A bridge that probably is unigue in the
warld |s threatened by the impending demoliton of the lae-
tory comples of which it i3 a part. Budly by the famed E & T
Fairlsanka scale works of 5t Johnsbury, YT in 1 870 to con-
nect (s plant with & BB siding across a small river, 0 bs Frased
in typical Town lattice timber trusses, the center line of truss.
ing bevween the alsles or passageways relnforced by heavy
laminated timber arches. Remarkable is that boith arches and
trusied are continuouws through the bridge's foo stories. OF
additional, architectural interest is the nec-Geothic treatment
of the exierior sheathing and windows. The siruciure was
recorded by HAER in 1969 and is now being nominated lor

SIA ANNUAL MEETING

The first annual conference of the SLA will be held on
Saturday and Sunday, B and 9 Apr 1972, &t the Cooper
Union, Astor Place, NYC (built 1853 by Peter Cooper,
ane of the fret American bukldings 1o employ ralled-iron
beams). Formal papers of about 20 minules and in-
formal work-in-progress and praject reports of about
10-18 mbnutes are invited, Abstracts not exceeding 100

words should be sent by no later than 1% March 10 the
Program Chalrman:

Chester M, Ligls

Vermont [hvision of Historic Sites

Favilion Building

Monypelier, VT 05602,

Sunday will be devoled 1o site vislls in lower Man-
havtan and Hoboken, Deralled information will Tollow.

.

Britain: “The Fascinations of Discovering Engineering's Fast™(1],

ﬁ
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the Mational Reglster by the Vermont Divislon of Historic
Stes, which hopes also Lo evolve a plan for its on-site adaprive
use, I thiy elfors (ails, the bridge should, in view of its singular
structural and architecoural significance, be dismantled (which
woaidd be relatively simple) and reeerected in another, =uitable
location such as a restored village., Contact: Chester 1. Liebs,
VDHS, Pavilion Bldg, Montpelier, VT 05602,
ENDANGERED: The famed Lombard 8t Bridge or Waterpipe
Truss over Jones Falls, Baltimore, is scheduled for replacement
this spring. 1t was designed and built by Baltimore civil engi-
aeel Wendel Bollman, inventor [1852) of the iron bridge-truss-
ing system bearing his name that was the firsi consistently
used in KR service, and [ounder (1888) of Patapsco Bridge &
Irom Works, firsi commerclal beidge company in the world.

The unlque span provides dual service: two iralfic lanes are
carried within three lines of tnusing of which the two outer
are conventional Pratt-type of cast and wrought lran; while the
cemter line 15 8 Bowstring truss with top and botiem chonds
[orming 30-inch watermains, bifurcated at ihe ends, carrying
I1!UI|JL'||:I.||- supply. A scheme for re-erection of the remarkabile
structure elsewhere in the city is being examined.,

Sikes & Struchures Delivewed
Hronsom Windmill: One of the few, if ot the anby, survaving
barge estate windmills is presently under resteration by a group
of private citizens in Falrfield, CT. The handsome enclosed,
figh-scale-shingled mill was buile in 1890 by A, |, Corcoran of
Jersey City to drive a deep-well pump for water supply . With
the exception of the salls, most of the mechanical organs are
amiact, Ih|.|.IJ|.||.|:.H the wood-itave ciatern near e Lap al thie
tower, Portions of the heavy-timber frame, however, have
sulfered condderable rot where the sheathing has fallen away,

Inmitad peans call bor enciogure and [rame repaars this winter,
other work to follow as funcls permli, Prime movers of the
project are the Mils Andersons, Sq}ul;hpu}ﬂ.

The Crown & Eagle Mill, NMorth Usbridge, M A,
I1825/1829/185], is widely considered the architecturally
most outstanding cotten mill in Mew England, Long empiy
and the subject of an extended and deeply discouraging preses-
vation effort by many concemed Individuals and institutions,
it apparently has been saved from irreversible decay, demoli-
ton or radical alteration by the Soclery [or the Preservation of
Mew England Antiquities (s.k.a. The Society with the Long
Mame), SPNEA, which holds a large number of (Lo date, non-
industrial) propertics in NE, has taken an option on the mill’s
purchase with intention to use bie congiderable space varlously
tor museum storage, a prescrvation center, and other histori-
cally orlented functions, A $1000 grant from the National
Trust will be used for financing, operations, and architeciural
studies. The wenturing of such groups as SPNEA and the Trusi
mto the uncharted waters of industrial preservation and adap-
tive wse iz a trend of incalculable importance to the general
cavde of historical preservation kn America, as well & a hopeful
sign for LA

The industrial complex of the former FPoale & Muat 1n the
19th C industrial enclave of Woodberry in north Baltimore,
has recently been purchased by Bilt-ln Wood Products Go, of
that city, kitchen cabinet manufaciurers. Poole & Hunt from
1851 until the 19008 was Maryland's leading builder of water
turbines and power transmlsion, mill and masalaciuring
machinery. The complex, including the original machine shop
of 1851 and a large varlety of other 1%th-20th C industrial
wibdings, has lain derelict for abowt a decade, B-IWP, under iis
president, Robert Poloway, (s sensitive Lo the site’s historical
and esthetic character, and plans & seudled weeding out of the
few insignificant and dilapidated structures, rehabilitating the
rest for Il own use and industrial rental, This promibsing
project will be waiched wiih Interest, a8 one of enormous
potential to the imaginative re-use of early mdustrial plant.

Intermational concern owver the deterioration of one of the
world's preeminent |A monumenis, Coalbrookdale Bridge,
1779, first ever to be constructed of iron, may now be allayed.
The Ironbridge Gorge Muscum Trusi, Ironbridge, Telford,
England, has been formed to take cusiody of the venerable
span and the nearby museum of the Coallrookdale lron
Woarks, where the bridge was cast. Neil Cossons, late of e
Bristol City Museum and the City of Liverpool Museums and a
leading exponenl of A, has, it is agreeable 1o repaort, been
appointed director, Further information on the Trust's work
widl Tadlaw,

The State of Morth Careling has recently commissioned Con-
iract Archacology, Ine, of Alexandria, VA, to undertake arche-
alogieal investigation on the site of the Fayetteville Arsenal,
bumed by Sherman in March, 1865 The Arsemal, il
IH3G-40, erginally was used for small arms storage—up o
L5, 0MM) at a tire—but during the early years of the Civil War
was converted by the Confederacy to the manufacture and
repadr of small arms wing machinery capiured st Harpers
bterry and Richmond. |. Glenn Litde, Wirector of CA Ing,
gtales that the |,|l||d.| of the sumemer 1972 Blrvey is Lo 1.||l.|.1‘||:' @i
much information and material as possible from within the
toundations before their partial obliteration by a planned belt
highway. ‘The unallecied remuing will be expoded and stabil
ized and the entire site made into a historic area with visitor
mterpretalion. Legend has i, varioudy, that Sherman dumped
the production machinery in the nearby Cape Fear Biver or
that it was simidarly scuitled by the Confederacy. There is
hope, though, that some may have been left in the il dings
The discovery of even fragments of mid-1%th © rifle-making
machinery would be of dngular importance, The praject will
be lollowed clogely by all interested in mass production
methods of the perfosd,
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Morth Bennington, VT, at the behest of a citizens' comminee,
hai acepuiired from the state the long abandoned Ratland RRE
Stathon following its rescue from demadition in the face of a
new  highway that was subsequently defeated] The group
rubied money for conversion of the attractive Mansard-roofed
brick structure’s first Aoor to village offices and the second
floor lo rentable offices, Cecupancy 8 expecied by summer. A
guod example of how local and state government, in Coogeera-
tiom with (and at the prodding of) concerned citisens, can
ellectively preserve anm area indusirial landmark.

PURLICATIONS OF INTEREST
Rooks & Ariicles

Mell Cossons & Kenneth Hudson (eds), Mmdusirial Archae:
plogisis ' Guide 9F1-F3. David & Charles, Newton Abbot,
Devon, Eagland, $5%.00 + poat, The second in the series by two
of Engl s leading industrial archeologisis. Emphasis on GH
but including a review of LA in Evrope and N America. Essen-
tial for the serioas industrial archeologisi.

Kennecth Hudson, Guide fe the 14 of Ewrope, Adams & Dar,
40 Gay 51, Bath, England. §8.7% + post. Briel accounis of
about 30 sites in every European country, both sides of the
curtain, with 70 photographs and a gazetieer, (to be reviewed)

Ted Sande {ed), The Mew Englaned Textile Ml Surcey— Selec-
Hors From the Historic American Bufldingr Survey. HARS, 801
19th S8 NW, Wash, D 20006, F:pﬂhu‘k. Eeproductions of
all drawings and sclecied photographs + historical accounts of
31 mill and assoclated bulldings in NH, Rl and MA, surveyed
1967-68.

Jeninifer Tann, The Development of the Factory, Cormmarken
Press, London, 1970, 836, (Avallable Cornmarket Reprints,
507 Filth Awe, NY 11T] A ploneer study conlaindng, in
addition to the author’s perceptive accoont, many reprodoc-
tions of 18th & 19th © engincering drawings from the Tamed
collection of Boulton & Watt papers at the Birmingham Heler-
ehce Library,

Journais, dagaranes aFf M,

Bulleiin of the Asociation for Preservation Techrology. (ses
Organizations) An Informative, important quarterly joumal
dealing with the physical aspects of preservation, US &
Canada, In Vol 1l Mo. 1 is an aterestng artbcle by Harley
McKee: “Early Ways of Quarrying & Working Stone in the
L!ﬁlll'

Chronicle, The Journal of the Erly American ndustries Assn,
Treasurer: Joln & Warson, Rotterdam Indusirial Park, Bldg 8,
Gchenectady, NY 12306, Quarterly: $6, includes SHAVINGS,
a mewiletter, Deals madnly with handerafts and their tools but
also with semi-mechanized manufacture. Long established,
reapecied puldication,

Industrial Archaeology — The Quarterly Joumal of The
History of lndustey & Technology, David & Charles, Newton
Abbot, Devon, England. §6.25. The sole exclusively 1A pubdi-
catlon, Brivish :mph:.ai_;g bui occasional articles and notes from
giher natboms, Nov 1971 bssue coniains articles on North-
umberland iron furnace sites and water turbines, and Hudson,
Buit & Donachie's Annual Review of Literature on 1A &
Indsstrial Higtory., The guarterly listing of local 1A clubs,
societies & affiliations in GI is now up io 85!

Marypland Archeological Newslerter. Iyler Bastian, State
Archeologist, editor, Maryland Geological Survey, The Johns
Hopking Unly, Baltimore 21218, Mo, 1, Dec 1971, has just
appeared. The MAN will attempt to provide an anmoal sum.
mary of all current projecis dealing with any phase of Mary-
land archeology (Including indusirial), Tor dissribution to all
those involved therewith, No. 1 covers only 1970, Mews faf
1971 will appear In Mo, 2, laie Jan 1972, Deacdline for 1971
news was 20 Jan this vear, but submin material as it comes up
far Na, 3.

Miltnotes. |. Kenneth Major, principal editor, 2 Eldon Rd,
Heading RGI 4DH, England. Thrice.yearly, $5.75; individuwsl
psues B1.25 incl alrmall. A new journal devored 1o all aspects
of wind and water mills, world owver. Yol 1 iz out, 12 1L well
illug, containing: an Inventory of windmills in ane pare af
France; and articles on some remaining windmills in the US
(34 pp) and the Haverhsll Al in Sulfolk + misc notes. Fubare
issues 1o be 20 pp; M55 being sought in Engl, Fr or Ger but to
be printed only in English, This promises to be an imporant
||u|:|n'.a.|.i.-|:|: in IA, du:rl.rl.nl the support of all concerned with
mills. The general scope set forth by Mr. Major, an architect
and eminent molmoleglst, B o cover the Blatory, i oall
mpects, ofr wind & watermills as popularly undersicod for
grinding grain; waterwheel<driven plants for other uses; wind-
mills for other uses; grain mills driven by other forms of
EMETEY [hand, animal, steam, et alj; grain milling processes: and
thie grain, meal and baking trades,

Tecknology & Cultwre — the Mnternational Quarterly of bhe
Sociedy for the Mistory of Techrolagy. (sce arganigations) An
eminent journal dealing from tme Lo me with matiers of 1A
interest: would more if they were submitted,

SOME U5, ORGANIZATIONS CONCERNED WITH 1A

Shown are annual dues, which include the publications noted.,
Ihe many covered-bridge and railroad societies are not listed,
Information on these and other pertineni groups s selichied,
Sopcicty [or the History of Techmology (SHOT). University of
Chicago Press, 5B01 Ellis Ave, Chicago, 1L G0G3T, §12
Criarterly journal: Technology & Culvure.

Railroad Station Historical Soclety, Secy: Sanford C. Downs,
B0l Dade Dy, Lincodn, MB 68510, §3. Bimonthly bulletins,
Pennsylvania Canal Society, PO Box 877, Easton, I'A 1E042,
Friends of Cast Iron Architecture, Secy: Michael Brooks, Rm
20, 44 W Gph 5S¢, NY 10011, 2,

k& H Canal Hisorical Society. Iligh Falls, NY 12440, §5,
Crarierly Bulletin.

Canal Soclety ol Ohkia, Fres: T. H. Findley, 112 Commercial
51, Mew Philadelphia, OH 44663,

Canal Socicty of Mew York Staie, Secy: R, M, Wrighi, 11
.'l.llujmsnmcnl 51, Syracuse, NY 13202,

Asaociation Tor Preservation Techmology, Secy: Meredith
Svkes, Box 2682, Ottawa 4, Ontario, Canada. §10. Informa-
five ;luarlrr'l'r' bualletin. (see Fubdications )

Fioneer America Society, 626 5 Washingron 5i, Falls Church,
WA TT0G. 85 Semi-annaal bulletin + newsletier.

Society [or Historkcal Archacrology, Secy: Vincent P, Faoley,
Moravian College, Bethlehem, PA 18018, §7.50. Annual -
journal + bulletin,

Spciety of Architectural Historans. Exec. Secy: Rm 716,
1700 Walmutr 51, Phila, PA 19103, 815 Chasrterly jouirpal #
bi-monthly newsleter,

American Canal Society (newly forming). Secy: William H.
Shank, B09 Rathion Road, York, PA 17408, §2.




