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THE TEXAS LENTICULARS: 1 DOWN, 8 SURVIVE 

Right: The 40-ft. lenticular truss in 
1985. Tax. St. Dept. of Hwys. & 
P a m  photograph. 

Plant /Rl startine &kine on it. 

isolated flock of whooping cranes, in the Austin& Antonio area of cen- 
tral Texas. 

Most are familiar with the lenticular as the spectacularly undulating, 
720-ft. Smithfield St. Bridge W, HAER] in Pittsburgh, Pa, design- 
ed by Gustav Limdenthal and built 1879-83. hi contrast, the Texas group 
consists of quite small, very angular, single-span structures, of which 
Mineral Springs was the shortest. Still standing are six pony trusses and 
two throueh trusses. Three are alone the famous San Antonio River 
Walk. All were fabricated in the 1890s by the Berlin Iron Bridge Co. of 
East Berlin. Conn. Bridee historian Victor Darnell (author of the SIRS 
Directory oJAmeri~~un ~ r i d g ~ u i f f / i n g  Cw.i belie& that these arc the 
only cxiant lenticular trusi~is west of the Missisinni. I 

The ~ i n e r a l  springs demolition involved no fed& funds, so the State 
Dept. of Highways & Public Trans. remained unaware of the loss until 
it was suotted in a newscaoer article. The countv engineer renlaced the . 
truss with an 89-ft. railroad flatcar, with thecounty'sroadadmitrator 
declarina. "This is a crototvce and if it works then we can use it in other 
places? (He probably hadn't checked SIAN for Spring 1984, which 
carried a choto of a stream scanned bv a defunct Great Northern cattle 
car.) For further info, contact  om Eiinhour [SIAL SDHFT, Austin TX 
78701-2483 (512-463-8790). T.E. 
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SPECTACULAR LENTICULAR! 

SURVIVING LENTI- 
CULAR TRUSSES IN 
SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS. 
All were builbby the Berlin 
Iron Bridge Co in the 1890s, 
and allcross the San Antonio 
River. The Augusta, CIW 
kett, and South Presa bridges 
arc along the city's famous 
River Walk (Paseo delRio). 
Tfec St. Dent. o f  HWVS. & 
Thins. phoiogra&s. 

Tw center: Augusta S i m  
Bndgc I 18901. Thi> bridge has 
been rehabilitated. At left is 
the builder's plate. At right is 
a detail from the end post. 
The small "406" at the bat. 
torn is believed to be the con- 
tract number. 

Above left: Cmkett Street 
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I'LXAS 1.ES I'lCl'l AR I'KUSSFS OUTSIDE SAN ANTOSIO. All wrc built in the 1890s h) the Berlin Iron Bridge Ca Abo\eleft: Vanccy Kuad Brdge o w  Hondo 
Creek. FrioCoumv. Th~-i boneof thestatek two lenticular thmuah-tn-ises AtMnvri~h1:Countv Road 133 Bndecat DoddsCreek.CorvellCounis. ivvealing thccharacicniiic 
douhle-convex-len~mfilecreated bv the tooand bottomchords.Below left: Gunti Road 173 Bridge over ~lumCreek.CaldweUCountv. Below risht: ~ n d  vanelof G u n -  ~~~ ~~ -~~~~~~~ r~ 

ty Road 230 Bridge over Plum creek, ~alciwell County. Tex St. Dept. o h s .  & Trans. photographs. 

DOUBLEHEADER PRESERVATION AWARDS 
A unique two-part nationwide awards program to honor historic 

preservation efforts, marking 20 years under the Natl. Historic Preser- 
vation Act of 1966, seeks nominees. The program is jointly sponsored by 
the White House, the Advisory Council on Hit .  Pm., and the Dept. of 
the Interior, under the auspices of the "Take Pride in America" public 
awareness campaign. 

The f i t  category, President's Historic Preservation Awards, will 
recognize private citizens whose achievements exemplify the wntribu- 
tions of free enterprise to historic preservation. The second category, 
National Historic Preservation Awards, will honor projects and 
programs that have been federally assisted in some way. Awards will be 
presented by the Sec. of the Interior and the Chair of the Advisory 
Council. 

A range of disciplines will he eligible for consideration, including 
architecture, landscape architecture, community planning or revital'i- 
tion, archeology, materials conservation, architectural history, rural 
preservation, maritime preservation, and preservation of historic 
engineering. Entries must have resulted in the preservation of specific, 
identifiable historic properties listed in or eligible for the Nat). Register. 
Projects must have been completed within the past ten years; programs 
must be currently in effect. 

Nominations for both categories will be openuntil Feb. 19,1988, with 
presentation ceremonies planned for mid-summer. The Advisory Council 
Chair has appointed a task force to oversee the program and to serve as 
a selection jury. Entry forms and further information are avail. from the 
Office of Executive Dir., Advisory Council. 1100 Pennsylvania Ave., 
N.W., #809, Wash. DC 20004 (202-786 0503). 

In addition to the special awards program, the 20th anniversary of the 
NHPA is being celebrated with Twenty Years of theNationalHistoric 
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Preservation Act (128 pp.), a special commemorative edition of the 
Advisory Council's Report to thePresident & the Congress 1986. Copies 
avail, free while supply lasts from Pubs. Office, Advisory Council, address 
above. 

GREAT FALLS HYDRO 
GOES ON STREAM 

Erected in 1912-14 to harness directly the water power of the Great 
Falls of the Passaic River at Paterson. N.J.. the Societv for Establishine 
Useful Manufactures ~ ~ d r o e l e c t r i c  Plant [NHL, HAER] was 
rededicated in June as an ooeratine facility. The cemonv was s i i l e a n t  
enough toattract ~ ~ ~ e n b r a n k  i .  ~ a ~ i e n b e ~ a n d  Rep. R o b e C ~  Roe. 
I " h  elannr is within the Great Falls Hi-iioric Disrri~t. which eiicom~a-sses 
h e  SUM'S power canal system.designedoriginally by Piem ~'~nfantand 
daiiaw 1792-1846.This is the tile of the first nhnnedmdustrial develo~. 
meniin the US, and had been encouraged by Alexander Hamilton. - 

Orieinallv desiened to nroduce 5.000 KW usim four generators. it 
operated until 1969, when the low &st of fossil fuels andthe high A t  
of replacing aging equipment forced it to close. Its refurbishing was 
financed by a $1.3 million grant from the Federal Dept. of Energy and 
about $13 million in loans and private investment. Today's capacity is 
11,000 KW, which is being sold to the Public Service Electric &.Gas Co. 
for transmission throughout N.J. 
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