
S O C E  FOE& 

INDUSTRIAL 
ARCHEOLOGY 

1 Volume 16 

3CTIsWBLIEWWI^IE, 
Fall 1987 Number 3 

I 

THE TEXAS LENTICULARS: 1 DOWN, 8 SURVIVE 

Right: The 40-ft. lenticular truss in 
1985. Tax. St. Dept. of Hwys. & 
P a m  photograph. 

Plant /Rl startine &kine on it. 

isolated flock of whooping cranes, in the Austin& Antonio area of cen- 
tral Texas. 

Most are familiar with the lenticular as the spectacularly undulating, 
720-ft. Smithfield St. Bridge W, HAER] in Pittsburgh, Pa, design- 
ed by Gustav Limdenthal and built 1879-83. hi contrast, the Texas group 
consists of quite small, very angular, single-span structures, of which 
Mineral Springs was the shortest. Still standing are six pony trusses and 
two throueh trusses. Three are alone the famous San Antonio River 
Walk. All were fabricated in the 1890s by the Berlin Iron Bridge Co. of 
East Berlin. Conn. Bridee historian Victor Darnell (author of the SIRS 
Directory oJAmeri~~un ~ r i d g ~ u i f f / i n g  Cw.i belie& that these arc the 
only cxiant lenticular trusi~is west of the Missisinni. I 

The ~ i n e r a l  springs demolition involved no fed& funds, so the State 
Dept. of Highways & Public Trans. remained unaware of the loss until 
it was suotted in a newscaoer article. The countv engineer renlaced the . 
truss with an 89-ft. railroad flatcar, with thecounty'sroadadmitrator 
declarina. "This is a crototvce and if it works then we can use it in other 
places? (He probably hadn't checked SIAN for Spring 1984, which 
carried a choto of a stream scanned bv a defunct Great Northern cattle 
car.) For further info, contact  om Eiinhour [SIAL SDHFT, Austin TX 
78701-2483 (512-463-8790). T.E. 
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SPECTACULAR LENTICULAR! 

SURVIVING LENTI- 
CULAR TRUSSES IN 
SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS. 
All were builbby the Berlin 
Iron Bridge Co in the 1890s, 
and allcross the San Antonio 
River. The Augusta, CIW 
kett, and South Presa bridges 
arc along the city's famous 
River Walk (Paseo delRio). 
Tfec St. Dent. o f  HWVS. & 
Thins. phoiogra&s. 

Tw center: Augusta S i m  
Bndgc I 18901. Thi> bridge has 
been rehabilitated. At left is 
the builder's plate. At right is 
a detail from the end post. 
The small "406" at the bat. 
torn is believed to be the con- 
tract number. 

Above left: Cmkett Street 
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Tt.&S I RNl'1CUI.AR TRI'SSFS OL'ISIDE SAN ANTONIO. All were built in the 1890s b) thc Berlin h n  Bridge Co Allow lefr Yanw Road Bndgc c ndo 
Creek, Frb Count). This is one of the siaie's two lenticular ihiOughtru&es. Abover;zhl: Counn Road 133 Bdge ai D0dd.s Creek, Conell Counih revealing the cl Btlc 
iloubleanvex-lcnsnmf'ilecreated by thc topanil bottom chouls. Below1eJi;County Road 173 Bridgeovcr PlumCwek.C,ildwcllCounty. Belon-rjgh~: End pan inn. 

ty ~ o a d  230  ridgeo over plum creek, Caldwell County. Tex. St. Dept. of Hwys. & Thins. photographs. 


